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Sed non ope humana, non largitionibus principisdeuim placamentis decedebat infamia

quin iussum incendium crederetur. Ergo abolendooruiero subdidit reos et
quaesitissimis poenis adfecit, quos per flagitiasos vulgusChristianosappellabat.
Auctor nominis eiushristusTibero imperitante per procuratorem Pontium Pifatu
supplicio adfectus erat; repressaque in praesetighglis superstitio rursum erumpebat,
non modo per ludaeam, originem eius mali, sed gem etiam, quo cuncta mundique
atrocia aut pudenda confluunt celebranturque. dgittmum correpti qui fatebantur,
deinde indicio eorum multitudo ingens haud perimderimine incendii guam odio
humani generis convicti sunt.
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But not all the relief that could come from mant alb the bounties that the prince could

bestow, nor all the atonements which could be piteseto the gods, availed to relieve
Nero from the infamy of being believed to have oedethe conflagration, the fire of
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Rome. Hence to suppress the rumor, he falsely edangth the guilt, and punished
Christians, who were hated for their enormitiesti§ths, the founder of the name, was pu
to death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Juddaerreign of Tiberius: but the pernicious
superstition, repressed for a time broke out agehpnly through Judea, where the
mischief originated, but through the city of Rontgoawhere all things hideous and
shameful from every part of the world find theinte and become popular. Accordingly,
an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guiltgn, upon their information, an
iImmense multitude was convicted, not so much ottimae of firing the city, as of hatred
against mankind.
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Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most esitgitortures on a class hated for their
abominations, called Christians by the populaceisiits, from whom the name had its
origin, suffered the extreme penalty during thgmenf Tiberius at the hands of one of our
procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischiggoperstition, thus checked for the
moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, tis¢ $iource of the evil, but even in Rome,
where all things hideous and shameful from every giathe world find their centre and
become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was firstlenaf all who pleaded guilty; then,
upon their information, an immense multitude waswicted, not so much of the crime of
firing the city, as of hatred against mankind
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“In the meantime, the number of the Christians @p@iow very large, it happened that
Rome was destroyed by fire while Nero was staticate@intium. But the opinion of all
cast the odium of causing the fire upon the empamt the emperor was believed in this
way to have sought for the glory of building a ngty. And in fact, Nero could not by
any means that he tried escape from the chargé¢hthéire had been caused by his orders.
He therefore turned the accusation against thestdms, and the most cruel tortures were
accordingly inflicted upon the innocent. Nay, evenv kinds of death were invented, so
that, being covered in the skins of wild beastsytherished by being devoured by dogs,
while many were crucified or slain by fire, and adiew were set apart for this purpose,
that, when the day came to a close, they shouttbbsumed to serve for light during the
night. It was in this way that cruelty first beganbe manifested against the Christians.
Afterward, too, their religion was prohibited byda which were given, and by edicts
openly set forth it was proclaimed unlawful to b€laistian. At that time Paul and Peter
were condemned to capital punishment, of whom tieeveas beheaded with a sword,
while Peter suffered crucifixion."

H@*" 89&Q '& "+ G

<% '3 go%;943$Np % & H4,gdb! K!8 89% ,X2 89$ (O

*> P 8% (@1; E (@j+ @89% /,DQWA4) (V+@(;3 ;
H@

"F1 # >9G0G 3 ‘1 # +hC E (@ 89%
-?7% Q-%

Fertur Titus adhibito consilio prius deliberassdemplum tanti operis everteret. etenim
nonnullis videbatur aedem sacratam ultra omniaaharilustrem non oportere deleri,
guae servata modestiae Romanae testimonium, giengsanem crudelitatis notam
praeberet. at contra alii et Titus ipse evertentiemplum in primis censebant quo plenius
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ludaeorum et Christianorum religio tolleretur, cuephas religiones, licet contrarias sibi,
lisdem auctoribus profectas. Christianos ex ludexisgisse; radice sublata, stirpem facile
perituram?®
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Titus is reported, after a council was summonedthatce deliberated beforehand whether
he should destroy the temple, it being of such wiankship. For it seemed to some that a
sacred edifice, illustrious beyond all mortal trengught not to be brought down, becauseg
if preserved, it would be a testimony to Roman nnatien, but, if destroyed, would offer
a perennial notice of [Roman] cruelty. But, on tiileer hand, Titus himself, along with
others, decided that first of all the temple shdadddestroyed so that the religion of the
Jews and of the Christians might be removed alhbee, since these religions, although
contrary to one another, came forth from the samtlecis. The Christians rose up from
the Jews; if the root were taken away, the stemlaveasily perish.

$ # 3

XGDOO0@W'+@ HNC<J>2 JOB1@ @ @FGN Gj Dipey
*G2S *@ gD (0O <D@' V[3 @n@"2S <4 H' D@
*3 %>2 %N; W4)8b4]03y;@RD'h | GO O@'
2N 7 <a3+ 2b3+ *>b@ N 5/,DQ #@xghs (@9, .@g9; <%.
I$ W4)8b gDr/ <>2 « (@ 22(. D, 0>? jJPN(@ 3+N
s 2 ,.@g . WP D, <%;>2

[,DQ Q(NV+ gS3@®DBF @ 'On %k9$ 5/, Wh)«' " "43N (

0 J 1, E *P 89 C (@] + @T!
0Z+@'z +G HIO < N~ +Gpt33! r/

U 40  Sulpicius Severus+ G H ,Q

+G . @f JQ &;7HNI(4kG 4 H_Q 13[(@W4)>d
4

€3, <%. *&%; >W4)D DQ VND; < 40 N~ H +@G

t&h *;$ %'. X ,i5) 24 VG 5/, <IMNv '~O 2

[t@p %+;'GK @>6h> <B+tH@ ,W % p >2 » (@
G:$ * 3 5,WD @>

M4 /, tNNp WA %! K %+0 F@TI "
# = 3 #







00 (. (OH 4H >QJ 89%4 < %[ =@ (@* D > !

% % 3 # # # H

% % 3 # #
General References:




James Patrick Holding,acitus and Jesus Christ Myth Refuted, Did JesustEX
Ben C. SmithTacitus on Nero and the Christians

Habermas, G. R., & Habermas, G. R. (199®k historical Jesus: Ancient evidencg
for the life of Christ

Craig A. Evans, Thelistorical JesusVolume IV (2004)

0000 %44 (@67 89% (@ !2ND®N /2




